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chaſed the leaſe of an auction room or rooms 


b in Pal Mall, and finding it lay heavy on 
his hands, his collegue, Mr. Moſer, endea- 


voured to prevail on the ſociety to have 
their annual exhibitions there; but from 
the ſmallneſs and inconvenience of the 


. apartments, his ſollicitations were rejected, 


Dalton is ſaid to have complained to a great 
PFerſonage, as an injury done him by the 
ſociety; (though their refuſal was before 


he was the apparent proprietor) and at the 
ſame time, repreſenting thoſe rooms as 


even by his brother directors; of this Mr. 


- adniirably adapted to the purpoſes of an 


academy, ſome expreſſions were droped, 
which ſeemed to indicate an inclination or 
intention, to purchaſe the whole concern 


for that uſe; he therefore to prevent any 
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the royal academy from thence to Somerſet * | 
Houſe, ſeems to have been a very prude: 
precaution, and for which he is certainly to — 


© In theſe apartments, the junto were t _— 
open a ſeparate exhibition in oppc 4 
chat of the ſociety at Spring Gardens, with i 
the profits of which the aforeſaid royal 1 
e was to be ſupported as ĩt ſtill c con- 1 
This intention of theirs be” 4 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds was very early made ac- 
quainted with, as he acknowledge 4 
friends of, the ſociety, (who had not ot he 
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diſguſt, long 


8 withdrawn himſelf from the ; publick as well - 
8 Private meetings of the directors) 

c declari laring himſelf | no friend to their pro- | 

: tings, and, that if they took this ſtep 

| he would not exhibit with themf; from | 
which, and the reaſons abovementioned, ä 


5 . ſociety had no doubt of his firmneſs and 
Attachment to their intereſt; however, the 
| petition of ſo able an artiſt, was not to 
be left unattempted, | and therefore when 
6 other means failed, ſomething of the poli- 
bility of Kknighthood \ was hinted, on which, 
7. - whether influenced b this alluremens, or 


„ the force of other ar L ments, we cannot 
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t He however did exhibit. with them, and 


2 wan that account expelled the ſociety with his 
w aſſociates, the 6th of June following, 1769. 
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The ſociety finding by theſe and. ſome + 
other ſymptoms, that the junto had met 
with a reception very different from what 
was expected; a general meeting was called, 
and the ſchemes of the adverſe party laid. 
before them, ſo far as they were then 
known. ; in conſequence of which they came 
to a reſolution to petition his majeſty; 
which being done accordingly, the ſociety 
had the pleaſure of receiving e following 
gracious (verbal) anſwer. That his 
majeſty repeated his 1 intentions, to continue 


his royal favour to the incorporated . 
of artiſts of Great Britain; that his pleaſures 
were to protect and cheriſn the arts; that 
having extended his favour to the „ 
by his royal charter, he had alſo encouragt 
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the new petitioners, and having at all times _— 
great pleaſure in promoting and nouriſningg 
the arts, he would not withhold his royal! 
favour from any ſet of i ingenious men, who 

| had met together with intention to extend 
the fine arts, that the ſociety might reſt _ 
aſſured, his . favour ſhould ma equally 
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gave the higheſt pleaſure to the ſociety; J 
who were not a little pleaſed with their own 
A dherence to a degree of temper which had 
excluded all recrimination from their peti- 
tion, how mach ſoever they apprehended 
the junto to be benefited by it: and this 
their felicity was ſtill further increaſed by 
his majeſty, and his moſt amiable confort's 
huonouring the lociety's exhibition that year 
© with their royal preſence; and likewiſe * 
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_.. But, as if the aſſurance of this prohibi- 


tion was not ſufficient, they alſo aſſumed 
an inquiſitorial power of determining on 
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| moral, as well as the ſcientific charac- 
ters of ſuch as became canditates for ad- : 
. and as the en of | 


could not have their 8 in a, 
| the reader will readily perceive-what the 
if they condeſcended 
to make the trial. The former tranſac- 
ns of theſe gentlemen might poſlibly 
re our contempt; but this ſeems cal- 
culated to raiſe our indignation; that 
hould arrogantly pretend to ſit as judge 
on men of eſtabliſned characters in morals 
;andin ſcience, who know how ill ſome among 
«themſelves are calculated to excite admiration 
on either of theſe account. 
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aforeſaid neceflaries and effects reſtored,  * 
and received intimations, that they ſhould - 
be returned accordingly, or their value in 
money; they waited therefore with great 
F, patience and reſignation, till the approach 
of the ſeaſon made it neceſſary that they 
 thould apply again, when . received 
no anſwer. 


They therefore were abliged to nail an 
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he would not confider this as a ſtep taken to op- 
poſe or diſpleaſe his majeſty, for whom they had 
the moſt dutiful, loyal and immoveable reſpec}  - 
and affection; but were conftrained N 
count of themſelves and their pupils: 22 
it met with the leaſt diſapprobation from his ma- 
jeſty, they would deſiſt, and ſubmit to any in- 
convenience and diftreſs rather than incur his 
diſpleaſure; to which he was moſt graciouſly n 
pleaſed to anſwer, that the ſociety had his entire | 
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edutation of their pupil) they reſolved i it 
ſhould anſwer their purpoſe in another; 
and therefore on the 1 8 1 their 


giye his majeſty a 2 opinion 
of the incorporate body; by aſſuring | him 
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are Ar Lbourisg 70 N theiy tothe; 
bers by propagating an opinion, <-that: to 
continue with the chartered body is highly 


dangerous; as their majeſties {wboſe,names 


they make ſomewhat free wich on theſe oc 
caſions) conſider all ſuch as diſaffected 3 


with many other devices equally laudable, 
to gain revolters from the ſociety ; but in 


this perhaps, they are not ſo much to blame, 
as they have had the example of ſome, far 


their ſuperiors,” who have deſcended to ſol- 


licitations of the ſame kind ; and, what 1 s 
wel have been n fue. 


Let with all theſe eſſbets r RH 
and management, the royal academicians | 
Rill find themſelves weaker than they ex- 
to remedy which, they, as the laſt 
3 to others, luck ily contrived to 
have the modeſt appellations of ableſt and 
moſt reſpeBable artiſts * in Great Bri. 
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